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rendered necessary "by the results of the battle, and then
had them interned. I informed Cassini that it was pre-
cisely the right time to establish a new principle of inter-
national law, when the principle was a good one, and that
the principle is now established."

Having obtained the consent of both belligerents, Eoose-
velt, on June 8, sent by telegraph an identical note to each
of them stating that the "President feels that the time has
come when in the interest of all mankind he must endeavor
to see if it is not possible to bring to an end the terrible
and lamentable conflict now being waged''; assuring them
that with both the "United States has inherited ties of
friendship and good will"; urging them "not only for their
own sakes, but in the interest of the whole civilized world
to open direct negotiations for peace with one another";
and offering to do what he properly could, if they felt that
his services would be of aid, in arranging the preliminaries
as to the time and place of meeting. As casting further
light upon Eussian methods of procedure, the President
writes: "Then Cassini must have been told what had hap-
pened, for he called upon me and notified me that the Eus-
sian Government thanked me and had adopted my sugges-
tion. I am inclined to think that up to that time he had not
received the message which he then communicated to me,
that his government had told him nothing whatever as to
their attitude toward peace."

The text of the identical note was published by the Presi-
dent, and then what he calls "a rather exasperating inci-
dent'' occurred. On June 10, 1905, Japan, through its
Minister for Foreign Affairs, accepted the suggestion of
the President and declared that it would appoint plenipo-
tentiaries to meet those of Eussia at such time and place as
might be found mutually agreeable "for the purpose of
negotiating and concluding terms of peace directly and ex-
clusively between the two belligerent powers." Cassini,
in his verbal statement to the President, "had accepted
just as unreservedly," but, on June 12, there came from